NCPO Brief History of Events/ Productions  since 1990

(We were still the Christian Co-ordinating Committee in 1990 - 1991

Year


Events





Lead group(s)

1990


Pre-Gulf  (December 29th)

All member groups at that time



Procession and service at St Martin's

1991


Set up 'Christian Coalition for Peace

CCND / PC/FORE/QPS



in the Gulf'.  Press launch, February




*  Statement / Action ideas




*  Service of Remembrance and Reconciliation May




at St James Piccadilly




*  Developed 'Book of Condolence' handed to




John Major / Copy lodged at Glasgow Cathedral

*  November: Produced "Arguments for 

Cancelling Trident"  Reflection/Campaigning 
for Churches




CCND/PC/QPS

1992


     "                              "

1994


Production of "When Your Children Ask"
QPS/PC/CCND/




Christians Remember 1945-1995

Mennonites/PC/Baptists



resource pack for church groups

1995


Lobby of Parliament on Nuclear Issues

CCND/PC/QPS/FOR



February.  Pack produced

Service at Westminster Abbey 6 August

David Partridge

Promotion during the year of "Countering the Arms Trade: Churches Count the Cost".   Project of the Churches Peace Forum.  Resource pack for local lobbying 

1996

Promotion during the year of the POV "Overcoming Violence" Resource Pack.  Project of the Churches Peace Forum

1997


Seminar "Christians and the Peaceable Kingdom"











APF/PC/FOR/Mennonites




Report produced from this

1998


Peacefest, Coventry, May


FOR/Baptists/PC/
                                                                                                                     CCND/CANA





Lobby of Parliament "Towards a Nuclear 
QPS/PC/APF




Free World" 

Was this also the year when we strengthened our links with Greenbelt 1998 – 2000?

2000


First Issue of 'Peace and Reconciliation' 
CANA/FOR

Walter Wink Tour, May



QPS/FOR

NCPO Retreat, September


Community of 
                                                                                           Reconciliation
2001


Strategy Day – looking to future


QPS/PC



Greenbelt




Team

2002


Greenbelt




Team



Holy Innocents@St Martin in Fields

CCND
2003
Review after the demise of the


QPS/PC
 Churches’Peace Forum


Greenbelt




Team
Holy Innocents @St Martin in Fields

Pax Christi
2004
Greenbelt




Team


Web site established



David Gee


Yahoo group established

Holy Innocents @St Martin in Fields

APF
2005 
Holy Innocents @St Martin in Fields

APF

Produced General Election Briefing

QPS/FoR/PC

Greenbelt




Team
2006
Holy Innocents @St Martin in Fields

APF
Greenbelt




Team
2007
Review





QPS/PC/FoR
Greenbelt




Team

Holy Innocents @St Martin in Fields

APF
2008
Call for remembrance/prayer/action

FoR/PC


on anniversary of Iraq War. Vigil/leaflet


Greenbelt




Team

2009 
Greenbelt




Team

2010
Produced paper on Role-Working of NCPO


Produced Election Briefing


QPSW/FoR/PC

Greenbelt




Team

Some comments - not very analytical  I am afraid.  

Things seem to 'happen' when 

a) There is a clear focus, dictated by a potential 'crisis' e.g Gulf War and when we have been able to prepare for/pre-empt a political event or moment in time e.g. 1995  Anniversary; nuclear weapons focused lobby work

b) A core of people, for the  most part from organisations where there is staff time/resources off an organisation available to be the lead movers in a project

c) We have some time to reflect on what we want to achieve/do.   My memory is that we did spend a lot of time in 1990/1991 clarifying our positions and the need for a specifically Christian response.  Likewise, in preparation for 1995, we had a whole day when we reflected on needs, expectations, gaps, ….. so that we could determine what the most appropriate response to the year might be.
I remember that following the Gulf War we had a residential meeting at London Colney with two guest speakers - to help us reflect on the post-Gulf situation.  They were Keith Clements, then new to the CTBI and Paul Rogers.  It was a very helpful meeting - we were all asked to bring another member from our Church/organisation.  I feel that it helped to clarify some of our direction in the early '90s.

It may be that we need something similar now.  ?

Some additional thoughts

Will we need to grapple with the implications of NMD - even if Britain does not become involved, the programme takes us into another level of concern and hence need for a theological/spiritual response?

Paul Rogers has recently published his new work "Losing Control:Global Security in the 21st Century" which has some very helpful analysis and reflection.  

We also have the Decade to Overcome Violence - are there ways in which we might weave some of these things together for our context here in the Churches in Britain?

If we are to do any of the above - do we have the right organisations in our Network?

Are we a Network that is addressing the Churches?

Are we a Network that is addressing a secular world with a Christian vision and message of peace and security?

Are we a Network that is addressing both?

Pat Gaffney

13 February 2001

PAGE  

