              NETWORK OF CHRISTIAN PEACE ORGANISATIONS

                         Working together for a Culture of Peace

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Mennonite Centre, Highgate, London, on Thursday, January 15th 2009  

Present

Clergy against Nuclear Arms                                   Chris Aldridge

                                                                                  David Partridge

Congregational Peace Fellowship                            Roger Stuart
                                                                                  John Wandless

Ecclesia                                                                     Jonathan Bartley

Fellowship of Reconciliation                                    Martha Beale

London Mennonite Centre                                        Vic Thiessen

Methodist Peace Fellowship                                     Gordon Slater
Pax Christi                                                                 Pat Gaffney

URC Peace Fellowship                                              Hazel Barkham

Apologies
Apologies were received from Kat Barton, Chris Cole, Mark Cuthbert, Stewart Hemsley, Tony Kempster, John Johansen-Berg, Barbara Sunderland and Christine Titmus. In an email Mark Cuthbert reported that he was stepping down as Director of CHIPS and that he was encouraging the incoming Director, Susanne Garnett, to attend NCPO meetings.   

Welcome and Opening Worship

Pat Gaffney, in the Chair, welcomed Jonathan Bartley from Ecclesia to the Meeting.

Hazel Barkham led the Opening Worship, using Sabeel material from Jerusalem.  

We remembered Elnora Ferguson, worker for peace, who had recently died.
09/01 Minutes of the previous Meeting

These were accepted and signed with no matters arising. 

09/02 Finance

John Wandless reported that 17 subs had been received for 2008, an encouraging response. Enquiries were made about the Unitarians, Seventh Day Adventists and SPEAK. We have lost touch with the first two of these groups.
John reported that notice of 2009 contributions to Greenbelt would go out at the end of January. Expenditure for Greenbelt 2008 was £3500 with a small deficit of £350. 

NCPO funds stood at around £3900, £900 of which would go to Greenbelt 2009.

Income to Greenbelt in 2008 from NCPO groups was £425 and from the Southall Trust £1000. John requested that a copy of the Greenbelt Evaluation Report be sent to the Southall Trust with the request for funding in 2009. [Action: Martha Beale]

John also requested that some notional figure in 2009 be put on the hours put in by volunteers towards Greenbelt.

09/03 NCPO Website

Although our Website was now up and running, it was still underused. Pat  Gaffney had posted stuff on the site, and Hazel Barkham said she had tried to post something.

There had been 24 visits to the site in December 2008, at an average of 12 seconds a visit. It was suggested we posted something more extensive about Greenbelt on the site, and secured more links with other sites sympathetic to our work.

Martha Beale asked if she could get quotes for new sites, and mentioned that Joe Baker of Peacechurch could be approached.          

To conclude Pat Gaffney proposed that we discussed the viability of having a website  at the May Meeting.

09/04 Election of officers

We decided that our existing officers would continue in post for the time being, at least until the May Meeting, i.e. Kat Barton, Chris Cole, Pat Gaffney and Vic Thiessen as rotating Chairpeople, Chris Aldridge as Secretary and John Wandless as Treasurer.  

09/05 Application for NCPO membership
A group of Tolstoyans from Ramsgate in Kent had contacted Chris Cole with a view to joining NCPO. After a short discussion Pat Gaffney said she would enquire whether the group met a major criterion for joining NCPO, i.e. was it Christian?

09/06 Outreach reports

a. Holy Innocents 2008: turnout for this event was small, partly due to it being a Sunday so near Christmas with minimal public transport. Sue Clayton spoke at St  Martin’s before the procession to Westminster Abbey. Liaison with St Martin’s may prove tricky in the future now that Liz Griffiths has moved from there, but Tony Kempster and the APF are keen to continue with this annual act of witness.

b. Gaza conflict: several people reported on demonstrations and vigils they had attended since the conflict broke out. Pat Gaffney said Pax Christi was in touch with churches in Jerusalem and also had set up a Gaza blog on the Pax Christi website.
Pat Gaffney will be going to the West Bank in Palestine on February 12th. Pax Christi had joined with Christian and other faith groups at the previous Saturday’s London demonstration. She also mentioned the work of Jewish peace groups, like the Justice for Palestinians group.

Martha Beale mentioned FoR’s  November delegation to Palestine. She had been interviewed about this on Radio Oxford., while Gordon Slater said he was circulating  Daniel Barenboim’s article about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the role of  the East-West Diwan Orchestra. David Partridge asked whether the orchestra could be invited back to Britain for a concert. Would MANA look into this?
John Wandless suggested that the arms trade was fuelling the conflict. Hazel Barkham asked whether there should be a boycott of Israeli goods, while Roger Stuart reported contact with Palestinians living in his local borough.

What about church leaders here? Rowan Williams had made a New Year statement on the conflict, but had not so far followed this up. A group of  ?RC bishops had made a statement which was inclusive of the Israeli point of view. Pat Gaffney urged us to keep a dialogue going with our local church leaders. There was a hope for fringe meetings on Palestine at the Spring Anglican General Synod.
c. Greenbelt: next Monday our Greenbelt reps would be meeting the festival’s organisers to discuss NCPO being represented in the talks programme. The organisers are keen to take our contribution to Greenbelt more seriously. The next planning meeting for our reps would be in February. Martha Beale reported that Christine Titmus and Kat Barton would not be available for Greenbelt 2009.   
Martha Beale then asked for suggestions from us for Greenbelt 2009 under the following five heads: Music – Worship – Workshops – Exhibition – Talks.                                                                                                                    
Our suggestions were flagged up on a flipchart sheet, which Martha took away.
Email Martha if you have any more suggestions: Martha@for.org.uk  These should be sent in before February 2nd, when the Greenbelt Planning Group meet. 
Our Greenbelt 2008 Exhibition is available to be borrowed, and might go online on our NCPO website.   

09/07 Two anniversaries

a. Iraq War in March: Pat Gaffney suggested we include the Afghanistan War on an updated Leaflet to be distributed on the 6th anniversary of the war in Iraq. The theme of the leaflet, which she tabled, would focus on remembering and repenting. Members supported this move. 

The World Court Project is to hold a conference on the theme: Accountability and the Law. Pax Christi and CANA have been approached about this event, for which no date or venue have yet been fixed.

Martha Beale has been contacted by John Hull, who wants Queens to be involved in any Iraq vigil that takes place. Pat Gaffney mentioned that a Peace and Justice banner was available to be used at vigils.

b. 60th Anniversary of NATO in May: CND were organising a conference on the role and future of NATO.                  
09/08 Information sharing

a. Annual Erskine Childers Lecture, ‘Saving succeeding generations from the Scourge of War’, given by Nobel laureate, Mairead Corrigan Maguire, at Friends House, Euston Road on Tuesday, February 17th at 7pm.   

b. Community for Reconciliation: by email John Johansen Berg reported on CfR’s 

continuing work in Africa, the Balkans, Romania and India. In India funds were raised for water harvesting and wild honey collecting projects. See John’s email for fuller details, and for items c. and d. below.
c. Fellowship of Reconciliation: Chris Cole is now back at work. Rachel Smith is the new Administrator and Clive Gillam the Finance Officer. 
Funds for the International Peacemakers Fund have increased, and grants totalling £33,000 were sent to a wide variety of projects during 2008. These included an FoR  visit to Palestine which Martha Beale attended. She reported that Chris Cole would be giving up NCPO meetings. There would be a Youth Conference at Barnes Close focussing on the positive value of non-violence.
John mentioned that FoR in England was twinned with FoR in Zimbabwe.

Finally he said that FoR has now become a Body in Association with CTE and CTBI. If other NCPO members want this ecumenical link, email John for details. 

d. World Disarmament Campaign: WDC are in the process of merging with Action for UN Renewal. This will be decided at the WDC’s AGM in March.
The Churches Peace Weekend is to be moved from January to September, 19th -21st 

in 2009.  Provisional theme: World Faiths for Peace and Disarmament through the  United Nations.
e. URC Peace Fellowship: John Hull spoke at the AGM held in Birmingham.

Only two years remaining of the Decade to Overcome Violence, Hazel noted!

f. Methodist Peace Fellowship: continuing papers on the theme, Peace in the 21st Century, were being produced. At the AGM at Hinde Street Methodist Church on January 25th, 11am, Kenneth Greet would deliver the Annual Donald Soper Sermon. 
f. Mennonites: Vic Thiessen flagged up a nationwide CPT speaking tour by veteran peace activist Gene Stolzfus. Contact him for more details, especially about the session at the London Mennonite Centre on January 24th.
He also reported that Kathy Thiessen was taking over as CPT Co-ordinator from  Dora-Marie Goulet. There would be a CPT training session in non-violence at the LMC in October, both for activists and non-activists.
g. Church and Peace: a Conference in Basel, June 11-14th to work out an ecumenical definition of peace.
h. Pax Christi: PC’s main publications for Lent 2009 were ‘Show me Your  Face’ by Gerard Hughes and ‘Follow me: the Way of the Cross’, based on the writings of Franz Jagerstatter. Both are priced at £2.50.
PC and St Ethelburga’s Centre are sponsoring 4 weekly meetings at St Ethelburga’s

on the theme, ‘Standing Steadfast – Models of Non-violent Peacemaking’, beginning January 28th   All sessions run from 6.30 to 8.30pm.
February 25th: Ash Wednesday liturgy of repentance and resistance at the MoD.  Gather at the Embankment Gardens 3pm.

March 23rd: 6th Formers Conference at St Pancras Church, Euston Road.
Date of the next Meeting

Friday, May 15th 2009.  We meet for the Conscientious Objectors Commemoration, 12 noon, in Tavistock Square, then move to the Friends, Euston Road for our Meeting, 1.30 -4.30pm.
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